some subjectively meaningful action'.
1 Weber laid particular stress on grasping subjective meaning in an empirically verifiable way: 'rational proof can be supplied in the sphere of behaviour by a clear intellectual grasp of everything in its intended context of meaning '. 2 In this phrase, we find a recognition of the need to search out the complexity of meaning through a complete reconstruction of the subjective social context of behaviour. Such interpretative understanding was to be achieved in an almost dialectical way. It was to emerge by contrasting 'actual conduct by a particular actor in a given historical context' and the 'conception of the "ideal type" of subjective meaning attributed to a hypothetical actor in a given type of conduct'. 
